
December 2019 The Crooked Billet-Hallowell 
Learning Community 

The Principals’ Pipeline 

Dear CB-H Learning Community Partners: 

In this issue of the Pipeline, we will highlight and feature the various ways in 

which we celebrate the success and growth of each child as well as ways we can 

celebrate the upcoming holiday season at our school.  It is an opportune time for 

us as a community of learners and caregivers to reflect upon and celebrate the 

growth that our children have made since the beginning of the school year and 

think about the continued progress and development that we aspire for all our 

children.  In an effort to truly recognize and include each child’s positive contri-

butions, we will have opportunities at family-teacher conferences this month to 

encourage our children to both examine and showcase their progress in meaning-

ful ways for themselves and for their families.  We also will take time to share as a 

collective community our own family and cultural traditions of the holiday sea-

son in ways that promote increased learning and understanding. 

We feel fortunate to be able to help lead and facilitate this work and look forward 

to expanding these opportunities in the weeks and months to come. 

Sincerely, 

Co-Principal Kelli Sendel   Co-Principal Steve Glaize 
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SPECIAL CONTACTS 

• To contact the main office, dial 
(215) 420-5900. 

• To reach Co-Principal Sendel, dial 
(215) 420-5301. 

• To reach Co-Principal Glaize, dial 
(215) 420-5901. 

• The attendance line can be accessed 
by dialing (215) 420-5947. 

• Our Home and School association 
can be reached by dialing (215) 420-
5948. 

“Celebrate who you are 

in your deepest heart. 

Love yourself and the 

world will love you.” 

―  Amy Leigh 

Mercree  

CELEBRATE 
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Setting Goals and Tracking Progress 

The Responsive Classroom ® program provides 

tools for students that helps them better set 

goals and track progress in ways that are 

developmentally appropriate.  Below is one such 

tool that can be used by our intermediate 

grades, as an example. 



We give our students that spark when we help them figure out what they 
want to achieve during the school year, then show them the ways they 
can achieve those goals.  

Watching a student show up to school each day excited to learn is one 
of the great joys of teaching. We give our students that spark when we 
help them figure out what they want to achieve during the school year, 
then show them the ways they can achieve those goals. In elementary 
school, we often call this practice setting our hopes and 
dreams.   In addition to doing the important work of getting students 
excited and motivated to learn, helping students set hopes, dreams, and 
goals: 

• holds students accountable for their behaviors and choices 

• encourages students to take ownership of the steps they need to 
achieve their goals 

• supports students as they see the progress of their efforts 

• motivates students to keep going in moments where they hit a 
roadblock or a challenge 

When built into daily school-
work, goal-focused self-
assessment fosters academic 
achievement by helping stu-
dents: 

• Develop valuable life-
long skills, including the 
ability to think critically 
about their own work; 
know themselves and their 
learning styles; reflect on 
their individual strengths 
and challenges; and meas-
ure their progress toward 
goals. 

• Develop a growth mind-
set. Regular use of assess-
ment tools promotes what 
social psychologist Carol 
Dweck calls a growth mind-
set—the belief that basic 
qualities (such as the ability 
to learn new things) are not 
fixed, but can be cultivated 

through personal effort and 
persistence. Students with a 
growth mindset want to 
improve; they seek out 
learning, stretch them-
selves, and develop more 
effective learning strategies 
(Dweck, 2010). 

• Build resilience. Self-
assessment helps students 
understand their learning 
process and consider how 
to take on learning chal-
lenges. Faced with a diffi-
cult task, they think about 
strategies they’ve used in 
the past to grapple with 
new material, increase con-
centration, or keep going 
when things get hard. They 
then decide how to apply 
those strategies to their cur-
rent challenge. As a result, 
they become stronger, more 
resilient learners. 

HOPES AND DREAMS FOR EACH CHILD 

THE IMPORTANCE OF SELF-ASSESSMENT 

  3 



DECEMBER FAMILY EVENTS 

One of the many great things 

about the Crooked-Billet Hal-

lowell Learning Community 

is the wonderful role our par-

ents and community partners 

play in providing welcoming 

family events.   

During this month, please be 

sure to stop by the gymnasi-

um from December 3-7 for 

the  annual Holiday Shop.  

 

 

In addition, we are hosting a 

very exciting Breakfast with 

Holiday Friends event in our 

cafeteria on Saturday, De-

cember 7 from 8:00-11:00 

am.  The menu includes pan-

cakes, bacon and sausage, 

milk, orange juice, coffee, tea 

and hot chocolate.  Carnival 

games will be set up in the 

gymnasium, and raffle bas-

kets will be available to bene-

fit 5th Grade activities. 
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Involving and actively including our families, especially during the holiday season, can strengthen 
communities and help facilitate learning experiences for our children.  Below are some basic guide-
lines that we as a learning community would like to keep in mind during this holiday season: 

 

•Encourage families to share information about their holidays and how they celebrate. 

•Ask for ideas about what activities would be appropriate to provide for children. 

•Welcome family members who would like to come in and lead an activity, such as cooking a holiday 
dish with the children or helping decorate the classroom. 

•Request materials that you can use as sources for classroom activities, such as recipes, music record-
ings, or written words to special holiday songs. 

•Invite families to loan materials to the program for sharing during circle time or morning meeting. 
Decorations, children’s books, holiday cards, candleholders, and other holiday-related items from 
families to enrich your classroom celebrations. 

•Communicate to families ahead of time about what you are planning to do in the classroom, so par-
ents or guardians can let you know if they have anything to contribute or any questions they may have. 

 

 

Working together, we are confident that the holidays can be a special time for our entire learning com-
munity. 

 

CELEBRATING FAMILY AND HOLIDAYS 



MONTHLY  HIGHLIGHTS 

 

December 2: No School for 

Students 

December 3-7: Holiday Shop 

December 7: Breakfast with 

Holiday Friends 

December 12 and 13: Family-

Teacher Conferences and Ear-

ly Dismissal for Students 

December 19: Holiday Sing 

Along and Holiday Classroom 

Parties 

December 20: Early Dismissal 

December 23-31: Winter 

Break 
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December 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

No School for 
Students 

3 

Holiday Shop 
(December 3-7) 

4 5 6 

 

7 

Breakfast with 
Holiday Friends 

8 9 10 

Progress Reports 
Issued Electronically 

11 

 

12 

Early Dismissal 
for Students 

13 

Early Dismissal 
for Students 

14 

15 16 

School Board 

Meeting (7 pm) 

17 

 

18 19 

Holiday Sing Along 

Classroom Holiday 
Parties 

20 

Early Dismissal 
for Students 
and Staff 

21 

22 23 

Schools Closed 

24 

District Closed 

25 

District Closed 

26 

Schools Closed 

27 

Schools Closed 

28 

29 30 

Schools Closed 

31 

Schools Closed 

   30 



 

 

THE HATBORO-
HORSHAM SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 

The School District of Hatboro-

Horsham will prepare and chal-

lenge all students to excel academ-

ically and to develop social skills 

and creativity by providing exem-

plary and innovative educational 

programs through a supportive 

collaboration of educators, stu-

dents, parents, and community. 

MISSION AND VALUE STATEMENTS 

The Crooked Billet–Hallowell Learning Community strives to build trust and 

teamwork to effectively cultivate successful, well-rounded students and life-

long learners that in turn make true contributions within and apart from our 

school walls.    

We are a community of educators, families, students and stakeholders who 

respectfully collaborate and communicate.  We bring fun, creativity and new 

ideas to the classroom through opportunities for authentic voice and choice, 

critical thinking, and 21st century skills. 

We are a community of innovative and dedicated educators who celebrate 

the diversity and individual needs of all learners in a way that guides stu-

dents to reach their full potential and encourages them to take risks so that 

they are able to think critically, create, communicate and collaborate. 

We are a community of creative, dedicated and trustworthy educators and 

caregivers who celebrate the individual needs, experiences and diversity of 

all learners so that they are able to think critically, collaborate, create and 

communicate to become lifelong learners and productive citizens.  In our 

school, students are guided and supported to be able to reach their full 

promise and capability. 

 

The Crooked Billet-Hallowell 
Learning Community 

 
501 West Moreland Avenue 

Horsham, PA 19044 
 

E-mail: CBHLearningCommunity@ 
hatboro-horsham.org 

 
 

Phone: 215-420-5900 
Fax: 215-420-5951 
 
E-mail:  
ksendel@hatboro-horsham.org 
sglaize@hatboro-horsham.org 
 
 

Follow us on Twitter! 

@ CBHLC 

@steveglaize 


